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gest that the reactions are different in skin com-
pared with other tissues. On page 148, the authors 
incorrectly report the normal values of prostaglan-
din PGE~ in human skin. This chapter needs revi-
sion and careful editing. 
The second section of the text, dealing with 
experimental pathology, considers the ways in 
which skin responds to injury and examines dis-
eases a t the molecular level of organization. It is a 
more interesting and satisfactory account of the 
biochemical consequences of physical and chemi-
cal trauma to the Rkin. 
The final section of the book discusses diseases 
of regular Mendelian inheritance, psoriasis, atopic 
dermatitis, and the "non-genetic" dermatoses. The 
authors obviously had to make difficult decisions 
concerning which diseases should be excluded if 
the book was to remain of acceptable length. To 
omit, however , any discussion of the inheritable 
connective tissue disorders and their well-docu-
mented biochemical lesions is a serious omission 
in a book that purports to be a current account of 
the molecular biology of the skin. 
In a work of this scope it would seem to be 
essential to decide for whom it is intended and to 
write with the needs of a particular set of readers 
in mind. Meir and Cotton have, unfortunately , 
cast their net too widely . This major effort will 
have a limited appeal to the biologist or dermatol-
ogist interested in an up-to-date and clear text on 
the molecular biology of skin. 
Marvin A. Karasek, Ph.D. 
Stanford, California 
Oral Mucosa in Health and Disease, A. E. Dolby, 
M.D., B. Ch. , FDS, RCS <Eng) (ed.). Black-
well Scientific Publications, Oxford/London/ 
Edinburgh/Melbourne, distributed in U. S. A. 
by J . P. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, 1975 
(512 pp) 
This text represents a compilation of knowledge 
that has developed, particularly in the last decade, 
concerning the structure and function of human 
oral mucosa in health and disease. It emphasizes a 
comparative relationship with the skin and fo-
cuses special attention on those entities where 
recent advances in understanding of the pathogen-
esis of the disease state has emerged. The editor is 
aided by 13 outstanding contributors, all but one of 
whom come from Grea t Britain. The organization 
of the text is good, and each of the 11 chapter s is 
well referenced. Though scant in number, the il-
lustrations are pertinent and of excellent quality. 
The paucity of histopathologic material is espe-
cially regrettable since the quality of paper used 
and the reproduction of illustrations are particu-
larly good. 
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The first three chapters deal with normal struc-
ture and function of the oral mucosa and the role of 
saliva and the immunoglobulin systems in main-
tenance of mucosal integrity. The next five chap-
ters cover oral mucosal markers of internal dis-
ease, oral cancer, premalignant lesions, and bacte-
rial and viral diseases. The last three chapters 
discuss oral ulcerations, Sjogren's syndrome and 
related salivary dysfunction, and candida! infec-
tion- subjects of particular interest to the oral 
pathologists in Great Britain in recent years. 
The strength of this reference work lies in its 
emphasis and documentation of normal structure 
and function, especially with regards to the immu-
noglobulin systems of oral mucosa and saliva. Its 
weakness would be in the coverage of disease 
states of the oral mucosa, a subject which neces-
sarily entails some controversy as the singular 
nature of the clinicopathologic entities affecting 
this tissue is far from clear. One might question 
whether the failure to mention some diseases is an 
oversight or a reflection of a real difference in the 
epidemiology of certain diseases as noted in Great 
Britain. No mention is made of histoplasmosis, 
geographic tongue, psoriasis and psoriasiform le-
sions of the oral mucosa, hairy tongue, verruca 
vulgaris, verrucifor m xanthoma. Reiter's syn-
drome, and a few other variously common and 
uncommon oral mucosal diseases. In addition, an 
international terminology is not yet available so 
American readers looking for recurrent aphthae 
would find it under Mikulicz's recurrent oral 
aphthae. These detractions are hardly noticeable 
as this work is overall an excellent contribution 
and of particular use to the clinician and re-
searcher whose interests include the human oral 
integument. 
Howell 0. Archard, D.D.S. 
Birmingham, Alabama 
Varizen. Ulcus Cruris und Thrombose. Karl 
Sigg. Springer-Verlag, Berlin/Heidelberg/ 
New York, 1976. (403 pp; $68.90) 
In Germany, Switzerland, and Austria Dr. Sigg 
is one of the great pioneers of practical phlebology 
which is a subspecialty of dermatology in these 
countries. His enormous experience in the diagno-
sis and t reatment of venous disease of the leg is 
the basis of this book, which appears now in its 
fourth edition since 1957. 
Outstanding experts (C. C. Arnoldi, E. Imhoff, 
H. J . Leu, C. Montigel, Th. Wuppermann) have 
contributed some chapters. The main sections of 
the book are: (1) Anatomy of Leg Veins, (2) Physi-
ology and Pathophysiology of Venous Return, (3) 
Varicosis and Its Treatment, (4) Thrombosis, (5) 
Leg Ulcers, (6) Lymphedemas, (7) Lipedemas, and 
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(8) Compression Therapy. An excellent review is 
given of the differential diagnosis and treatment of 
various vascular diseases of the lower extremities, 
which are of great socioeconomic and medical im-
portance. 
The strength of the book, explaining its success, 
rests in the practical advice which is given. The 
importance of early ambulation after surgery and 
of compression therapy for prophylaxis and treat-
ment of leg vein thrombosis is stressed. Unfortu-
nately, Sigg insists that sclerotherapy is the only 
effective treatment for an kinds of varicose veins 
and he attempts to prove his point by a great 
number of selected photographs. One must admit, 
however, that neither surgery nor sclerotherapy is 
the only technique to be recommended for all cases 
of varicose veins There are specific indications for 
both methods and both are complementary. Nev-
ertheless, the positive aspects of this book out-
weigh the controversial opinions and the book can 
be recommended to any physician familiar with 
the German language who is interested in soft-
tissue leg diseases. 
H. Partsch , M.D. 
Vienna, Austria 
Skin Lesions Depicted and Defined- Part I. Pri-
mary Lesions (A Brief Course in Dermatol-
ogy). Richard M. Caplan, M.D., Alfred Kopf, 
M.D., and Marion Sulzberger, M.D. The In-
stitute for Dermatologic Communication and 
Education, San Francisco. 
This audiovisual presentation of one of the most 
basic concepts in dermatologic diagnosis is best 
suited for the medical student, or for the dermatol-
ogy resident in the very earliest period of hjs der-
matologic training. The material presented is sci-
entifically accurate and flows in a sequential man-
ner so that there is an orderly development of the 
student's understanding of the morphology and 
genesis of primary lesions at the completion of the 
slide series. The text is supplemented by audiovis-
uals that diagramatically present the concepts, as 
well as actual clinical photos and photomicroscopic 
slides to demonstrate the lesions. The student 
should be able not only to name the primary le-
sions, but also should be able to visualize them in 
a clinical setting. 
The test is presented in a clear and precise 
manner. The material presented is particularly 
appropriate for self instruction but might be used 
for lecture presentation as well. 
Harold 0. Perry, M.D. 
Rochester, Minnesota 
Skin Lesions Depicted and Defined- Part II, 
Secondary and Special Lesions (A Brief 
REVIEWS 115 
Course in Dermatology), Richard Caplan, 
M.D. , Alfred W. Kopf, M.D. , and Marion 
Sulzberger, M.D. The Institute for Dermato-
logic Communication and Education, San 
Francisco. 
A series of slides with taped commentary illus-
trating the morphology of a variety of secondary 
lesions and less well-categorized lesions such as 
folliculitis, alopecia, and comedones. The mate-
rial, which appears to be geared towards medical 
students and nondermatologists, is of good techni-
cal quality and clearly presented. 
P soriasis (A Brief Course in Dermatology). D. R. 
Harris, M.D., E . M. Farber, M.D. , and M. B. 
Sulzberger, M.D. The Institute for Dermato-
logic Communication and Education, San 
Francisco. 
Tills program is thorough and accurate and 
would be best presented to new dermatology resi-
dents, medical students, nurses, and physicians' 
assistants who are being introduced to dermatol-
ogy. The presentation is too elementary for derma-
tology residents and other physicians who have 
had some dermatologic training. The slides are 
excellent and they accurately display the morphol-
ogy of the different types of psoriatic lesions. The 
pictures of the nails are especially fine. 
This course, I believe, is best suited for self 
instruction and would be less useful as a means of 
supporting a lecture on the topic. The running 
time of the program is 20 minutes, 30 seconds-an 
acceptable time for self instruction. I can visualize 
a large number of dermatologic diseases being 
presented jn this way to medical students. This 
would allow instructors in dermatology courses to 
build upon these materials and teach dermatology 
more effectively and efficiently. This course com-
bined with others on atopic dermatitis, bullous 
diseases, erythemas, papulosquamous disorders, 
etc., would make a self-instruction package that 
would be most useful to medical students, nurses, 
and general physicians who wish to develop an 
understanding of basic dermatologic problems. 
Irwin M. Braverman, M.D. 
New Haven, Connecticut 
Techniques for Examination of the Skin (A Brief 
Course in Dermatology), David Carro, M.D. , 
Howard Maibach, M.D., and Marion Sulzber-
ger, M.D. The institute for Dermatologic 
Communication and Education, San Fran-
cisco. 
A Chinese proverb says: "The teacher opens the 
door; you enter by yourself." This audiovisual cas-
sette-carousel combination is designed to assist 
the student of dermatology, the primary-care phy-
